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Centenary Edition

HRH THE PRINCE OF WALES 
VISITS GREGORY DISTRIBUTION 
It was a landmark occasion in the 100 year history of Gregory Distribution when the company hosted a visit  
from HRH The Prince of Wales at its Cullompton depot on July 17th 2019.
The visit represented the pinnacle of Gregory’s celebrations 
marking 100 years since the current CEO John Gregory’s 
grandfather Archie began the family business in 1919.

During his visit The Prince of Wales met with other members of the 
Gregory family including 95 year-old Jack, John Gregory’s father 
who ran the company from 1947 to 1985.

His Royal Highness also met with senior management from the 
Gregory Group, former and long-serving employees and those 
involved in restoring Gregory’s heritage vehicles which were the 
centrepiece of the event.

Gregory is celebrating the centenary by creating 100 apprentices 
for 100 years and The Prince of Wales met some of these during 

his visit. He also met employees who are retained firefighters in 
North Tawton, drivers who collect milk from Duchy of Cornwall 
farms and some Duchy farmers as well as some of the company’s 
top performing drivers. He also was able to see the work which 
Gregory is undertaking to reduce emissions from its vehicle fleet.

Gregory’s involvement with the local community was represented 
by members of the Devon Air Ambulance and by Rob Baxter, 
Director of Rugby at Exeter Chiefs.

The visit concluded with HRH The Prince of Wales unveiling a 
commemorative plaque placed on a Gregory liveried 1919 Ford 
Model T Ton Truck, which was lovingly restored over the last few 
years replicating the company’s first motorised vehicle.
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Lauren Broom, 
Former Apprentice 

Lauren has just completed her 
four-year apprenticeship at GDL. 

She studied mechanics at college, but 
failed to find an employer. She said: “The 
Prince of Wales was really interested in 
the diagnostic equipment. I told him it’s 

hard for females to get started in this 
industry but Gregory Distribution 

offered me an apprenticeship 
and four years on I now 

have a job.”

Paul Jefferson, 
Business Support Director

“The visit has been amazing. It’s been 
worth every bit of the massive effort of 

organisation and planning for it and I think 
everything has been perfect on the day. We’ve 

had a huge turnout and His Royal Highness has 
been really engaged, asking some great questions 
and being really interested in everyone that he has 

met. I think we can be really proud of this  
whole spectacle.

People will talk about this event for many years to 
come and I think in particular, it will motivate 

us to really focus on our environmental 
performance and the use of 

alternative fuels.”

WHAT A DAY!
As the Royal visit culminated, John Gregory addressed  
The Prince of Wales and all the guests with a speech  
which summed up the occasion and its significance for  
the company’s centenary. He said:

Your Royal Highness, ladies and gentlemen...

What a day this is for Gregory Distribution Limited!  
Thank you, Sir, for making our centenary celebrations  
so utterly memorable and special. And I particularly  
want to thank Paul Jefferson, Paul Willis, Natasha  
Stansby, Steve Rose, Sean Curry, John Harrison, Carol 
Hancock and Kit Reynolds and their teams  
here at GDL for all they have done to make today  
possible. They have worked tirelessly.

Now I must say that I am hoping that my grandfather, 
Archie, who was the founder of this company, is looking 
down on us today with pride – although I suspect he might 
be just a little surprised. 

He might well have planned to create a family business 
that would last generations.

He might have dreamt it would turn into one of the largest 
privately-owned transport companies in the UK. 

Perhaps he even had the ambition to imagine his single 
horse and cart growing into a fleet of 1,000 trucks and 
2,000 trailers with nearly 2,700 employees. 

But never, never could he have foreseen that The Prince of 
Wales would visit us to celebrate 100 years of the Gregory 
business. Sir, this is the proudest day in the history of the 
company. On behalf of everyone in the Gregory family and 
the Gregory business, I can only say the most enormous 
thank you. 

It’s hard to believe that 100 years ago we did 1 mile per 
day from the station to North Tawton and we now go 
around the world 9 times every day, or to the moon – 
240,000 miles.

You have seen many aspects of our business today, 
including some of our brilliant apprentices who are part of 
our 100 apprentices to mark 100 years, our milk delivery 
team who are such a crucial part of the rural economy, our 
drivers and engineers who are working so hard to minimise 
our carbon footprint, and our heritage vehicles which have 
been so lovingly restored by an expert team and are the 
embodiment of the history of our company. 

Now while my grandfather might not recognise much of 
the modern transport business that Gregory is today, I 
hope that he would see that the values of service to the 
community which he exemplified are very much alive.  
That is why, amongst other things, we have supported  
the Exeter Chiefs, Devon Air Ambulance, Dartmoor Search 
and Rescue and the Career Transition Partnership as well 
as our incredibly brave retained firefighters.

Your Royal Highness, your presence today means the 
world to everyone here – and particularly to me and my 
father, Jack, who I am so proud is here. Together we 
represent 72 years of the business’s 100 year history.

We want to remember today forever Sir, so I hope you 
won’t mind unveiling this plaque fittingly placed on the 
back of the Model T truck on which this Devon family 
business was founded.
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Lauren Broom, 
Former Apprentice 

Lauren has just completed her 
four-year apprenticeship at GDL. 

She studied mechanics at college, but 
failed to find an employer. She said: “The 
Prince of Wales was really interested in 
the diagnostic equipment. I told him it’s 

hard for females to get started in this 
industry but Gregory Distribution 

offered me an apprenticeship 
and four years on I now 

have a job.”

Natasha 
Standsby,  

Head of HR

“The visit has been so wonderful 
and we are so proud. The weather 
has been glorious and the whole 

thing has been amazing. I think that 
this event has consolidated our 

place in the community and 
in Devon as a really good 

employer and a family 
company.”

Long-serving 
employees Alan Pike 
and Dave Compton

Dave: “He asked about how the 
company has grown and what our  

jobs were, where we started to where  
we are now. It was a real privilege  
to be acknowledged by the future  

King of England.” 

Alan: “It was a great honour and a 
privilege to be here today and 

I never thought this would 
happen in my lifetime.”

John Harrison, 
Group Facilities 

Manager

“He talked about our Heritage 
Centre and understood what a 

challenge it was. He was genuinely 
interested to know all about it. 
A lot of hard work from a lot of 
people and teams have gone 

into making this such a 
special event.”
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1. A memorable day – John and Jack Gregory with 
HRH The Price of Wales at Cullompton Depot

2. John Gregory introduces Milk General Manager 
Nigel Williams. Also in the line-up are Milk 
Drivers Andy Dayman and William French, 
Duchy Estate tenant farmers Tony and Lisa 
Baker, Dairy Crest farmers, Nick and Louise 
Heard and Alexa Parker, Procurement Lead  
for Milk, Saputo UK

3. Meeting Managing Director, Angela Butler
4. Apprentice Technicians Lauren Broom,  

Charlotte Smith and Tim Pitt
5. Sharing a word with Jack Gregory
6. A word with Exeter Chiefs Director of Rugby  

Rob Baxter
7. Shaking hands with Group Facilities Manager, 

John Harrison
8. Meeting and greeting an enthusiastic crowd 
9. Enjoying a discussion about alternative fuels
10. A shared joke as Carol Hancock hands over  

a gift of local cheeses
11. A proud moment for John Gregory’s  

mother, Kennedy
12. Jack Gregory is presented to Prince Charles
13. A word with GDL’s longest serving employees. 

Alan Pike on the right has clocked up 51 years 
while LGV Driver Dave Compton weighs in with 
36 years’ service

14. It’s a waiting game
15. Talking to Driver Apprentices Stuart Govier, 

Chantelle Christian and Rebecca Thomson 
16. A word for everyone during a busy visit
17. The old and the new await the Royal guest as 

apprentice Lauren Broom poses in front of the 
GDL heritage vehicles 

18. The Prince of Wales asks questions of  
North Tawton’s retained firefighters, brothers 
Paul and Ian King and Craig Patrick. Paul is 
an HGV Technician like his late father John 
who had 40 years loyal service with Gregory. 
Ian is a Traffic Planner and Craig is a Systems 
Management Accountant

19. His Royal Highness showed his interest in  
every aspect of Gregory’s work and asked  
many informed questions

20. A final word with John Gregory

The Prince’s Countryside Fund
John Gregory recently met with Claire Saunders, Director of The Prince’s Countryside Fund, to explore ways in  
which Gregory can support this remarkably worthwhile charity as part of the company’s wider corporate social  
responsibility programme.

Founded in 2010 by HRH The Prince of Wales, the Fund reflects his passion for the countryside, for creating sustainable rural 
communities, and improving the quality of life for those living and working in rural areas. It is driven by the recognition of the 
importance of the British countryside as a huge natural asset and its contribution to our everyday lives.

To help ensure the future of the countryside the Fund:

n Provides more than £1m in grant and initiative funding every  
year to projects across the UK that help to provide a secure  
future for the countryside.

n Leads its own initiatives, such as The Prince’s Farm  
Resilience Programme.

n Commissions research into issues affecting farming families  
and rural communities.

n Is an advocate for the countryside and brings together individuals 
and businesses to help tackle current challenges.

n Helps communities in crisis through their Emergency Fund.

Claire Saunders said: “I was incredibly impressed by the range and depth of the Gregory business and by the charitable work in which it has 
been involved over the past few years. I am delighted that you are keen to support the Fund and look forward to exploring ways in which we  
can work together.”

John Gregory added: “The wonderful work of the Prince’s Countryside Fund is invaluable for rural communities. Gregory is now a significantly 
sized business but, in our centenary year, we can reflect that the company’s roots lay in the countryside and that we now have an opportunity of 
working with and supporting the Fund into the future.”
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Newsbrief is produced by Neil Devons. Any news items or photographs you would like considered for inclusion please send to: 
Neil Devons, Old Malt Scoop Cottage, Lapford, Devon EX17 6PZ or email: neil@proteusmedia.co.uk


